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A major new hospital project has broken ground in Puerto Rico, Governor Alejandro Garcia
Padilla announced.

The new Comprehensive Cancer Center Hospital project is being built with an investment of $196
million. The 12-floor facility will include eight operating rooms and 72 beds.

Construction on the project, which is located in Rio Piedras, is projected to last around 30 months,
with a completion date set for April 2016. The government said the project could create more than
1,300 direct and indirect jobs during construction and 750 once the hospital is up and running.

“These types of centers are characterized by scientific excellence and the capacity to integrate a
diversity of research approaches to investigating the problem,” Garcia Padilla said in a statement.
“They have a key role in advancing the cause of reducing deaths from cancer.”

The Governor said the hospital is aiming to be a “primary source for discoveries about the nature
of cancer and the development of new approaches to prevention, diagnosis and therapy.”

Construction of the hospital had initially been slated to begin in 2010.

“The ultimate recovery of Puerto Rico depends on economic development and the jobs we
create,” the Governor said. 
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