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San Juan, Puerto Rico (Tuesday, January 9, 2024) - Six community, municipal, environmental
and agro-ecological organizations filed an appeal today to ban the establishment of industrial
energy projects in agricultural reserves and ecologically sensitive areas.

The organizations argued that the Court of First Instance's previous determination to dismiss
Mandamus' appeal is "irrational and incorrect," citing that the Bureau of Energy has exclusive
jurisdiction to identify whether industrial renewable energy projects should be established in
Puerto Rico's Special Agricultural Reserve.

They argued that in the jurisprudence, the Supreme Court has not recognized exclusive
jurisdiction to an agency, nor has it recognized an adequate remedy at law before an agency that
denies having jurisdiction and expertise on that aspect. Thus, the appeal filed is the only remedy
available to require the Bureau to comply with its ministerial duty and identify the sites suitable to
make the integration of renewable energy feasible and apply the Land Use Plan (LUP).

The plaintiffs added that the continued non-compliance with Law 6-2014 of the Land Use Plan,
the magnitude of its effects, and through almost all the projects before the Bureau, entails and
implies a repeated violation of the Land Use Plan and the Constitution of Puerto Rico over which
the Court has jurisdiction.
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