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La universidad fue catalogada número uno en estudios graduados en estas mismas áreas por la
organización sin fines de lucro Excelencia in Education.. (Archivo / GFR Media)

WASHINGTON, June 17, 2015 – Excelencia in Education today unveiled new analysis of the top
25 colleges and universities graduating Latinos in science, technology, engineering, and math
fields in 2012-13. This new brief provides a profile of the current Latino workforce in science,
technology, engineering, and math fields and shares some current and potential opportunities for
action to increase Latino student success in these disciplines. The analysis is part of Excelencia’s
on going effort to focus on the vital role of Latinos in meeting this country’s college completion
goals, and to strengthening America’s workforce with more, well trained Latino graduates in key
sectors.

Entitled Finding Your Workforce: Latinos in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, key
findings of the analysis show:
• In 2012-13, 2 percent of all institutions graduated 33 percent of Latinos earning STEM
credentials.
• The number of Latinos earning credentials in STEM increased over the last four years, but
Latinos still earned a small percentage of credentials conferred in STEM.
• Latinos working in STEM are concentrated in lower paying jobs, and Latino representation is
higher among STEM service than professional occupations.
• Latinos earned credentials in STEM at a relatively small number of institutions. At the
undergraduate level, many institutions identified as Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs).
• Latino degree attainment in STEM is concentrated at the baccalaureate level.
• Institutions can award a handful of degrees to Latinos and still rank among the top 25 at the
graduate level.

“This analysis is straightforward: we know where Latinos are earning their degrees in STEM and
we know what some of these institutions are doing, with intentionality, to improve Latino success
in STEM fields,” said Deborah Santiago, COO and vice president for policy of Excelencia in



Education and primary author of the brief. “What we need now is to help institutions and
employers seize the opportunity to educate and employ more Latinos in professional STEM
fields.”

“The data is clear. To meet our workforce and economic needs, America must accelerate degree
completion generally and particularly in STEM fields,” said Sarita Brown, president of Excelencia
in Education. “Forward-focused colleges, universities, graduate schools and employers should
incorporate this analysis in their recruitment strategies.”

“STEM education with Latinos is more critical than ever in order to provide America with a value
proposition,” said Jose Antonio Tijerino, president and CEO of the Hispanic Heritage Foundation.
“We have always stepped up as a workforce to do what is needed, and what is needed today and
going forward are skilled STEM workers, which starts with education. The Excelencia in
Education report shines a light on the top 25 colleges meeting this challenge head-on but more
importantly provides opportunities to increase Latino student success in STEM, which is the focus
of the Hispanic Heritage Foundation.”

“While it is promising that the number of Latinos earning STEM credentials has significantly
increased since 2010, the report makes clear (and Microsoft agrees) that more needs to be done
for Latinos to earn a higher proportion of total STEM degrees and be equipped for the higher-
wage jobs of the 21st century,” said Horacio Gutierrez, corporate vice president and deputy
general counsel of Microsoft Worldwide.

“The report shines a light on what many of us know to be true: That diversification within STEM
postsecondary education, particularly among Hispanics/Latinos over the last decade, has been
largely in the are of certificate/associate levels and diminishes at each successive level. The
result is an increasing discrepancy in positions of leadership within the STEM workforce,” said Dr.
Gabriel Montaño, research scientist at the Los Alamos National Laboratory and president of the
Society for Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS). “Additionally, while certificates
and associates awarded suggest regional considerations, the awarding of masters and doctoral
degrees through private and research intensive institutions suggests a potential socioeconomic
pattern that would be of significant interest to investigate further.”

The top institutions awarding certificates or degrees to Latinos in STEM for the 2012 to 2013
school year by academic level are:
Certificates Awarded to Latinos in STEM Fields
1. Instituto de Banca y Comercio Inc, PR
2. South Texas College, TX
3. Miami Dade College, FL
4. Wyotech-Long Beach, CA
5. United Education Institute-Huntington Park, CA
Associate Degrees Awarded to Latinos in STEM Fields
1. South Texas College, TX
2. San Jacinto Community College, TX
3. University of Phoenix-Online, AZ
4. El Paso Community College, TX



5. Instituto Tecnologico de Puerto Rico-Recinto de Guayama, PR
Bachelor Degrees Awarded to Latinos in STEM Fields
1. University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez, PR
2. Florida International University, FL
3. The University of Texas at El Paso, TX
4. Texas A & M University-College Station, TX
5. The University of Texas-Pan American, TX
Masters Degrees Awarded to Latinos in STEM Fields
1. Universidad Politecnica de Puerto Rico, PR
2. Florida International University, FL
3. The University of Texas at El Paso, TX
4. University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez, PR
5. University of Southern California, CA
Doctoral Degrees Awarded to Latinos in STEM Fields
1. Stanford University, CA
2. University of California-Berkeley, CA
3. The University of Texas at El Paso, TX
4. University of California-Davis, CA
5. University of California-Irvine, CA

In addition to developing the list of top institutions awarding certificates and degrees to Latinos in
STEM, Excelencia also examined evidence-based practices at institutions that improve Latino
student success in STEM fields. Some of these include:
• Mathematics Intensive Summer Session (MISS), California State University - Fullerton, CA
• Diversity Programs in Engineering, Cornell University, NY
• Computing Alliance of Hispanic-Serving Institutions (CAHSI), University of Texas at El Paso, TX
• Biology Undergraduate Scholars Program (BUSP), University of California - Davis, CA
• ARMAS (Achieving in Research Math and Science) Center, New Mexico Highlands University,
NM

“As the nation’s demographics continues to shift and as STEM skills and mindset continue to be
embraced by employers, it is critical that state and federal policies be developed that can
promote, replicate and monetarily support similar Latino-focused STEM programs that will provide
our workforce the diversity it deserves,” said Andrés Henríquez, Excelencia in Education board
member and former program officer with the National Science Foundation and the Carnegie
Corporation of New York.

In particular, the report highlighted El Paso Community College, Texas, and the Georgia Institute
of Technology.

A robust partnership between El Paso Community College and the University of Texas – El Paso
ensures that academic preparation leads to seamless transfer to its four-year computer science
program. Counselors from UTEP are accessible to all EPCC students to facilitate matriculation,
and peer mentors assist in student acclimation. Additionally, opportunities for employment
through Student Technology Services serve as a successful tool for retention, enabling students
to earn income while learning and practicing computer skills.



Administrators at Georgia Tech’s College of Engineering point to collaborative relationships with
community colleges as part of their success. Through the Regents Engineering Transfer Program
(RETP), Georgia Tech awards one-third of its engineering degrees to graduates who were not
original matriculates. Community colleges in Georgia and Florida have taken part in the program,
which includes customized campus visits, financial aid phone-a-thons, student-faculty mentoring,
scholarships and fellowships through the Goizueta Foundation, and supporting Latino student
organizations.

Finding Your Workforce is a project of Excelencia’s national initiative called Ensuring America's
Future by Increasing Latino College Completion. This initiative brings together federal, state,
higher education philanthropic, business, Latino advocacy and community leaders to develop and
use data tools and information to accelerate Latino degree attainment and overall student
success in higher education.

Excelencia in Education accelerates Latino student success in higher education by promoting
Latino student achievement, conducting analysis to inform educational policies, and advancing
institutional practices while collaborating with those committed and ready to meet the mission.
Launched in 2004 in the nation’s capital, Excelencia is building a network of results-oriented
educators and policymakers to address the U.S. economy’s need for a highly educated workforce
and engaged civic leadership. For more information, visit: www.EdExcelencia.org [3].
###
- See more at: http://www.edexcelencia.org/media/press-releases/finding-your-workforce-
stem#sthash.ogPjIM8w.H9HeLP7W.dpuf [4]
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