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(New York, N.Y. —July 31, 2017) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has added a former battery
recycling facility in Arecibo, Puerto Rico to its Superfund National Priorities List of the country’s most
hazardous waste sites. As a result of previous operations, the site is contaminated with lead, arsenic and
heavy metals. Before it temporarily stopped operating in the spring of 2014, The Battery Recycling Company,
Inc. smelted lead batteries into lead ingots, which are bars of lead that can be reused in manufacturing.

“My goal as Administrator is to restore the Superfund program to its rightful place at the center of the agency’s
core mission. Today, we are adding sites to the Superfund National Priorities List to ensure they are cleaned
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up for the benefit of these communities,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, “When we clean up these sites,
we make communities healthier places to live and clear the way for development and increased economic
activity.”

In the process of smelting the lead batteries, The Battery Recycling Company, Inc. generated large quantities
of waste, including lead slag and lead-contaminated dust. Workers also carried lead dust on their clothes into
their cars and homes, putting their families and others potentially at risk. Lead is a toxic metal that can cause
damage to a child’s ability to learn and a range of health problems in adults. Arsenic is known to cause
cancer, as well as many other serious health problems.

¢ In 2010 and 2011, the EPA conducted a series of inspections of the facility to determine its compliance
with federal laws and regulations.

e The EPA took various enforcement actions against the company and reached a settlement in June
2011 under which the company agreed to clean up and prevent releases of lead dust from the facility.

e The EPA also assessed homes and vehicles of former company employees that had become
contaminated with lead dust from the facility. The EPA evaluated 202 homes and 282 vehicles, and the
company then cleaned up 149 residential properties and 145 vehicles under EPA’s oversight.

¢ Following the temporary shutdown of the facility in the spring of 2014, the company alerted the EPA to
its financial inability to complete work under the settlement. The EPA then began work to stabilize lead
slag piles and contain contaminated waste water to minimize the most immediate threats posed by
releases from the site. That work is ongoing.

e |n September 2016, the EPA proposed the Battery Recycling Company site for inclusion on the federal
Superfund list.

The Puerto Rico Environmental Quality Board supports the inclusion of the Battery Recycling Company site
on the federal Superfund list and the EPA has determined that Superfund is the best course of action to
protect people’s health and clean up the contamination. The EPA took public comment and considered public
input before finalizing the decision.

For Federal Register notices and supporting documents for final and proposed sites, visit:
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/current-npl-updates-new-proposed-npl-sites-and-new-npl-sites (3]

Today’s NPL update follows the announcement of the Superfund Task Force recommendations to improve
the Superfund program.

The task force’s recommendations focused on five overarching goals: expediting cleanup and remediation,
reinvigorating cleanup and reuse efforts by potentially responsible parties, encouraging private investment to
facilitate cleanup and reuse, promoting redevelopment and community revitalization and engaging with
partners and stakeholders.

Work to prioritize and reinvigorate the program by the task force has been initiated and will be ongoing into
the future.

The Superfund Task Force Recommendations can be viewed athttps://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-
task-force-recommendations [4].

Follow EPA Region 2 on Twitter at http://twitter.com/eparegion?2 [s] and visit our Facebook page,
http://facebook.com/eparegion?2 s].

For more information on EPA in Spanish, please visit https://espanol.epa.gov [71. Please follow EPA's social
media accounts in Spanish in Twitter at https://twitter.com/epaespanol jg) and EPA's Spanish Facebook page
at https://facebook.com/epaespanol [9].
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