Isar P. Godreau

 Box. 37-5417, Cayey, Puerto Rico 00737 

email: isar.godreau@.upr.edu

RESEARCH INTERESTS

“Race,” racism, and identity in Puerto Rico; Ethnicity and Nationalism; Black Diaspora in Latin America and the Caribbean; Race and Cultural Nationalism, Current uses of History; Race and the Census; and Racism in Elementary Education; Research Infrastructure and Institutional Capacity-Building.
HIGHER EDUCATION

University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC). Ph.D., Cultural Anthropology. June 1999

Dissertation Title: Missing the Mix: San Antón and the Racial Dynamics of “Nationalism” in Puerto Rico.

University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras (UPR). BA, Sociology. Magna Cum Laude. 1991
OTHER EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES & TRAINING
Professional Mentoring Skills Enhancing Diversity (PROMISED) Training. University of Pittsburgh September 14-16 2016

DHHS-HACU-NCMHD 2006 Professional Capacity Building Program

A Research Enhancement Initiative for Selected Faculty at Hispanic–Serving Institutions

May-October 2006
ACADEMIC & TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Researcher, Institute for Interdisciplinary Research at the University of Puerto Rico at Cayey (http://webs.oss.cayey.upr.edu/iii/ ) August 2003- Present
Editorial Board Member, American Anthropologist Journal 2016-2020

International Advisory Board Member, Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies (LACES) 2016-2020

Visiting Researcher at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, International Forum for US Studies (IFUSS) April -June 2008; November- December 2011 and May- June 2013

Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Austin, Department of Anthropology. 
Taught Caribbean Foundations and The Making of Heritage at the undergraduate level and Race and Nation in Afro-Latin America at the graduate level. September 2001-2003
ADMINISTRATIVE POSSITIONS

• Elected Representative UPR - Cayey Academic Senate.  August 2014 – present
• Coordinator, Colectivo Universitario para el Acceso (CUA) de UPR- Cayey. Sept. 2014-present

• Faculty Resource Network (FRN) Program Liaison for UPR, Cayey 2004- present

• Governing Board Member, University of Puerto Rico Resource Center for Science and Engineering  August 2014 – August 2016

• Director, Institute for Interdisciplinary Research at the UPR- Cayey. August 2003- July 2011

PUBLICATIONS 

Books:
Godreau, Isar P (2015) Scripts of Blackness: Race, Cultural Nationalism and US Colonialism in Puerto Rico. University of Illinois Press
Godreau, Isar; Mariluz Franco-Ortiz; Hilda Lloréns; María Reinat Pumarejo; Inés Canabal- Torres and Jessica Gaspar-Concepción (2013) Arrancando mitos de raíz: guía para la enseñanza  antirracista de la herencia africana en Puerto Rico (Pulling Up Myths from the Root: An anti-racist guide for the teaching of  African Heriate in Puerto Rico.) Puerto Rico: Instituto de Investigaciones Interdisciplinarias. UPR- Cayey.

 • Peer-reviewed articles: 

Hilda Lloréns, Carlos Garcia-Quijano and Isar Godreau Racismo en Puerto Rico: Surveying Perceptions of Racism (Forthcoming) Centro Journal
Isar Godreau; Gavillán-Suárez, Jannette, Franco-Ortiz, Mariluz; Calderón-Squiabro, José M.; Marti, Vionex; Gaspar-Concepción, Jessica (2015) Growing Faculty Research for Students’ Success:  Best practices of a research institute at a minority-serving undergraduate institution in Journal of Resarch Administration, fall issue vol.46:2, 55-78
Canabal, Inés; Franco-Ortiz, Mariluz; Godreau, Isar and Calderón Squiabro, José (in press). Lecciones de un Adiestramiento Antirracista para Escuela Elemental (Lessons of an Anti-racist Training for Elementary School) in Revista de Ciencias Sociales UPR- RP vol. 28 (forthcoming in 2015)
Isar Godreau (2013) Revolutionizing Romance: Interracial Couples in Contemporary Cuba Book Review in New West Indian Guide 87-1&2: 248-250 

Isar Godreau (2011) The People of Puerto Rico in Puerto Rico: Past and Contemporary Reactions to the Book in Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 18:3, 218-228

Franco Ortiz, M., Reinat Pumarejo, M., Lloréns, H. y Godreau, I. (2009). Violencia racista hacia niños y niñas en la escuela y propuestas hacia la transformación de su auto-estigma (Racist Violence towards Girls and Boys in Schools and Strategies towards the Transformation of their Self-stigma) in Revista Identidades, UPR- Cayey num. 7: 35-55
Isar Godreau e Hilda Lloréns (2009) “'Pulling up myths from the root:’ Designing and implementing an anti-racist curriculum about the African Heritage for third graders in Puerto Rico” in Practicing Anthropology vol. 32 num.1: 26-31 

Isar Godreau (2008) Slippery Semantics: Race Talk and Everyday Uses of Racial Terminology in Puerto Rico in El Centro Journal vol. 20 num.2: 4-33.

Isar Godreau, Mariolga Reyes-Cruz, Mariluz Franco Ortiz and Sherry Cuadrado (2008) The Lessons of Slavery: Discourses of Slavery, Mestizaje and Blanqueamiento in an Elementary School of Puerto 
Rico in American Ethnologist 35(1): 115-135

Isar Godreau (2002)  Changing Space, Making Race: Distance, nostalgia, and the folklorization of blackness in Puerto Rico in Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 9(3):281-304.
Isar Godreau (2002) Peinando diferencias, bregas de pertenencia: el alisado y el llamado ‘pelo malo (Combing differences, searching for belonging: hair straightening and so-called bad hair ) in Caribbean Studies. 30(1): 82-134

Isar Godreau (2000) La Semántica fugitiva: ‘raza’, color y vida cotidiana en Puerto Rico (Slippery Semantics: “race,” color and everyday life in Puerto Rico) in Revista de Ciencias Sociales no. 9  52-71.
• Academic articles & chapters (non-peer reviewed) 

Isar Godreau (2012) La tercera raíz en tercer grado: Racismo y currículo en Puerto Rico in DECISIO: Saberes para la acción en educación de adultos CREFAL, num. 30: 27-32  http://atzimba.crefal.edu.mx/decisio/
Godreau, Isar, Hilda Llorens and Carlos Vargas-Ramos  (2010) "Colonial Incongruence at Work: Employing US Census Racial Categories in Puerto Rico" in Anthropology News. 51(5): 11-12

Brusi- Gil de Lamadrid; Isar Godreau, Ian A. Bethell Bennett and Yarimar Bonilla  (2010) The Political And Social Aftermaths of the 2010 Strike at the University Of Puerto Rico in Caribbean Studies Association Newsletter 38(2) 39-40

Isar Godreu, Jocelyn Gélica Vargas, Rima Brusi and  María Reinat  (2009) El racismo en el determinismo genético del "análisis" del mestizaje en Puerto Rico (Racism in the genetic determinism of the "analysis"of mestizaje in Puerto Rico) Diálogo Digital October 30, 2009
Isar Godreau (2008) Trigueño in International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 2nd edition, 9 vols. edited by William A. Darity, Jr. Farminton Hills, MI: Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, Retrieved from http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G2-3045302809.html
Isar Godreau (2008). “San Antón for TV: Gender performances of Puerto Rican black folklore / San Antón para la TV: El performance de género en el folclor puertorriqueño negro” in e-misférica 5.2: Race and Its Others (Fall 2008), www.emisferica.org <http://www.emisferica.org>
Rima Brusi and Isar Godreau (2007) “¿Somos indígenas? in Diálogo (The University of Puerto Rico Newspaper) Portada marzo-abril: 10-11
Isar Godreau (2006) Folkloric Others:‘Blanqueamiento’ and the Celebration of Blackness as an Exception in Puerto Rico in Globalization and Race: Transformations in the Cultural Production of Blackness. Deborah Thomas and Kamari Clarke ed. 171-187 Durham: Duke University Press.

Isar Godreau (2003) Dinámicas de género en la representación del folklor puertorriqueño negro (Gender Dynamics in the Representation of Puerto Rican Black Folklore)  in Identidades: Revista interdisciplinaria de estudios de género. UPR, Cayey I (1):88-96, October 
• Technical Reports 

Morales- Suárez, Miriam, Patricia Isabel Pou Jové, Yaileen Maldonado e Isar  Godreau (2016) Casa Abierta: Perspectivas estudiantiles sobre una actividad de acceso a la UPR y sus experiencias pre-universitarias (Open House: High-school student’s perspectives about an outreach activity to promote access to the UPR and their educational expectations) Colectivo Universitario para el Acceso de la UPR de la UPR en Cayey, Instituto de Investigaciones Interdisciplinarias, UPR-Cayey. Cuaderno de Investigación 21
 https://issuu.com/institutoinvestigaciones/docs/cuaderno_21/1?e=7593750/33279872
I.P. Godreau and C. Vargas Ramos (2009) "Which Box Am I ? Towards a culturally grounded and contextually meaningful way of racial and ethnic categorization in Puerto Rico” published in: Biblioteca Virtual del Instituto de Estadísticas de Puerto Rico http://www.estadisticas.gobierno.pr/iepr/Estadisticas/Bibliotecavirtual/Estudiosespeciales.aspx
GRANTS & RESEARCH PROYECTS 

• Principal Investigator (PI) NIH- NIGMS – R25 Innovative Programs to Enhance Research Training (IPERT) Grant #1R25GM121270-01 Enhancing Research Training through Empowerment, Resilience, and Civic Engagement. Sept 2016- June 2021

• Principal Investigator (PI) with José Caraballo Co- Investigator ( Co-I) 

Skin Color, Ethno-racial Classification, and Health Disparities in Puerto Rico.

Institutional Funds for Research, UPR at Cayey; FIDI Program. August 2015- July 2019
• Principal Investigator (PI) NIH- NCMHD - Biomedical/Bio-Behavioral Research Administration Development (BRAD) Promoting Diversity through Synergy and Collaboration in Research Administration Grant # 1G11HD085539-01. July 2015- June 2020             
• Co - Investigator (Co-I) of NIH – Building Research Infrastructure and Capacity (BRIC) Grant #P20MD006144 funded by National Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities (NCMHD) October 2010- November 2015
• Project Director (PD) of Community Service Grant funded by the Puerto Rican Foundation of the Humanities. Project title: Arrancando falacias “de raíz”: adiestramiento y guía para la enseñanza  antirracista de la herencia africana en la escuela elemental. (Pulling up myths from the root: Teacher’s training and guide for anti-racist teaching about the African heritage) Jan. 2010-Jan. 2011
• Principal Investigator (PI) of research project “Which Box am I?: Towards a Culturally Grounded, Contextually Meaningful Method of Racial and Ethnic Categorization in Puerto Rico” sponsored by EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission) and UPR- Cayey February 2008-January 2010

• Program Director (PD) of NIH RIMI Program Grant # 1 P20 MD00111201 Research Infrastructure for Minority Institutions at UPR in Cayey. October 2004-September 2009
SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
• Frank Bonilla Book Award for “Scripts of Blackness: Race, Cultural Nationalism and Colonialism in Puerto Rico” by the Puerto Rican Studies Association (PRSA) September 2016
• Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies, Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship for Summer 

Research. April 2002
• Ford Foundation: Pre-Doctoral (1992); Dissertation Fellowship (1997) and Post-Doctoral Fellowship (2001)
• Richard Carley Hunt Memorial Postdoctoral fellowship from Wenner-Gren Foundation

Awarded in June 2000. Fellowship runs from January 2001 to August 2001

• Presidential Scholarship from UPR. August 1998

• Josephine De Kármán Fellowship September 1997

• Applied Social Issues Internship Award. November 1996 Awarded from The Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) 

• Wenner-Gren Pre-doctoral Dissertation Research Grant. June 1995

• RISM Landes Training Grant. May 1993 from The Research Institute for the Study of Man.
INVITED SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS:
• “Scripts of Blackness” in New Approaches to the Study of Race in Puerto Rico. Conference sponsored by the Department of Anthropology,CUNY Center for Puerto Rican Studies, Advanced Research Collaborative andThe Institute for Socio-Ecological Research (ISER Caribe). April 14, 2016

•  “Benevolent Slavery and the Making of Hispanic Whiteness in Puerto Rico” Conference organized by Colby College, Latin American Studies, December 1, 2015
• “Arrancando Mitos de Raíz: Hacia una enseñanza antirracista de nuestra herencia africana” for Pannel:  El legado antirracista de Shomburg. Presentation sponsored by Second Symposium Arturo Alfonso Shomburg: Culture, Race and Gender. University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, January 29, 2014.
• “Book presentation: Racial subordination in Latin America by Tanya Hernández Kateri” for Pannel: Reader Meets Author: Racial Subordination In Puerto Rico and Latin America. Presentation sponsored by the Northeast People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference (NEPOC), UPR, School of Law, San Juan Puerto Rico, December 7, 2013.
• “Retos y avances hacia una enseñanza antirracista de la herenia africana en Puerto Rico” (Challenges and Advances Towards an Anti-racist Teaching of the African Heritage in Puerto Rico).  Conference offered for the IIl Seminario Nacional Cátedra de Estudios Afro-colombianos, sponsored by the Medellín’s Teachers Union. Medellín, Colombia, July 24-26 2013.
• “Documenting and Challenging Racial Hierarchies in the Puerto Rican Classroom” Conference sponsored by the 17th Annual Arturo Shomburg Symposium of Taller Puertorriqueño, Philadelphia. February 23, 2013 http://tallerprnews.blogspot.com/2013/03/documenting-and-challenging-racial.html

• “El significado de la herencia indígena en Puerto Rico” (The significance of indigenous heritage for Puerto Rico) Panel presentation sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution at the University of Puerto Rico -Mayaguez. February 20, 2013 http://www.tainolegacies.com/154087505
• “Lo “malo” del “pelo malo”:  La observación partícipe y los retos de una “pelúa” estudiando el alisado” (The “bad” in “bad hair”: Participant-observation and challenges faced by a nappy- haired woman studying hair straightening) Conference offered at UPR–Cayey . March 21, 2012
• “Hispanic Whiteness in the US Empire: Taming Slavery and the Invisibility of Free People of Color in Puerto Rico” Plenary lecturer for the Fall 2011 Lecture Series of the International Forum for US Studies (IFUSS) at the University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign. December 2, 2011.

• “Race, Racism and Elementary Education in Puerto Rico” Plenary lecturer at the International Conference “Examining Race in the 21th Century” Monmouth University, NJ. November 12, 2010.

• “La clasificación racial: retos y posibles beneficios para el estudio del racismo y la desigualdad racial en Puerto Rico” Conference sponsored by the association of graduate students of demography and population studies. Medical Science Campus, San Juan.  March 29, 2010
• Book presentation “Pasiones Nacionales” by Alejandro Grimson. Río Piedras, La Tertulia. January 28, 2010
PRESENTATIONS AT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CONFERENCES:
• “From Puerto Rico to Baltimore and Back: Mint'z lessons on factoring ‘history’ into questions about ‘race’ ” 111th American Anthropological Association (AAA) meetings San Francisco, CA, November 16, 2012
• “Racial Exceptionalism and Blanqueamiento: The Geographic Construction of Blackness as an Exception in Puerto Rico” International Conference on Race, Ethnicity and Place IV. San Juan October 26, 2012

• “Forum Theater: An Anti-Racist Training Tool for Elementary School Teachers in Puerto Rico.” Society for Applied Anthropology (SfAA) Meetings. Baltimore, Maryland. March 28, 2012
• “The People of Puerto Rico in Puerto Rico: Past and Present Reactions to the Book” American Ethnological Society and Society for Urban, National and Transnational Anthropology (AES/ SUNTA) Conference. Panel: The Puerto Rico Project: Reflections Sixty Years Later. San Juan.  April 16 2011
• “Arrancando Mitos de Raíz:  Investigando y combatiendo el racismo en la escuela elemental” American Ethnological Society and Society for Urban, National and Transnational Anthropology (AES/ SUNTA) Conference. Panel: Lucidity and Engagement. The UPR Strikes (2010-2011) and Academic Activism in Puerto Rico.  Caribe Hilton, San Juan. April 15, 2011
• “Arrancando Mitos De Raíz:  La investigación Como base de un adiestramiento antiracista para maestras de escuela elemental” XI Congreso Puertorriqueño De Investigación En La Educación, 17-19 De Marzo De 2011 Facultad De Educación, Upr, Río Piedras March 2011
• “Colonial Incongruence at Work: Employing US Census Racial Categories in Puerto Rico” Presented at the National Association of Ethnic Studies (NAES) Conference Washington DC, April 8, 2010
• “Beyond the self: towards an integral approach to an anti-racist pedagogy for elementary education in Puerto Rico” Society for Applied Anthropology Conference (SfAA) Mexico, Merida. March 25 2010
PROFESSIONAL, & ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS: 
• Member, Advisory Board, NIH -RISE Project August 2005- Present
• Member, Ford Foundation evaluating panel for merit review process of Graduate Student Fellowship Program January, 2013 Irvine, CA

• Member, NSF evaluating panel for merit review process of Graduate Student Fellowship Program January, 2011 Wash. DC

• Member, NSF evaluating panel for merit review process of research proposals submitted in the area of education. January, 2005 & 2007 Wash. DC

• Member, American Anthropological Association (AAA) 1999 – present / Member, Latin American Studies Association (LASA) 1999 – 2010 
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