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Education
University of Connecticut, Psychology Department 



     August 2012-present

Master/ Ph.D. in Behavioral Neuroscience
Research Adviser: Dr. John Salamone

University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez, Psychology Department 


    
                  2012


BA in Psychology

Scientific associations / Committees

McNair 









     2013-present
Connecticut Junior Sciences & Humanities (CTJS)




     2013-present

The Louis Stokes Louisiana Alliance for Minority (LS-AMP)



     2012-present 
UConn Psychology Graduate Student Advisory Committee (Psych GSAC)                             2012-present
Society of Neuroscience (SFN)







     2011-present

Honors and Awards
UConn Bridge to the Doctorate Fellowship                                                                                   2012-2014
Multicultural Scholars Program Award (MSP)                                                                                       2012


Travel Award for SACNAS Conference                                                                                                 2012
FASEB MARC Program Award                                                                                                              2011

Teaching Experience:

Introductory Psychology Laboratory







     2012

*Drugs and Behavior                                                                                                                    Spring 2015  

Mentoring
McNair Scholar/Fellow Program





                  2012-present 
LS-AMP graduate panel







                  2012

CTJS application reviewer


                                                                      2013-present
Undergraduate Honor Thesis Mentor 
                                                                                   2013-present
Scholarly Activities
A.  Publications

B.  Scientific Presentations
1. Fischer A.V., Randall P.A.,  Contreras H.M., Correa M., Salamone J.D. Individual Differences Between Sprague-Dawley Rats on a Progressive Ratio Operant Task. University of Connecticut 17th Annual Frontiers, Storrs, CT, April 2014

2.  Contreras H.M., Randall P.A., Polonski C., Castaldi L., Rezvani A.H., Correa M., and Salamone  J.D. Suppression of appetite in Flinders Sensitive Line rats, an animal model of depression: studies of 
feeding and food motivated behavior. 43rd annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, San 
Diego, CA, November 2013. 

4.  Contreras H.M., Sepulveda P.M., and Moreno M.A. Mary A. Validez de criterio del Cognitive  
       
Rating Form versión al español en una muestra de niños/as y maestros/as puertorriqueños/as  
University of Puerto Rico Social Science  Simposium XX, Mayaguez, PR, March 2013.
5.  Contreras H.M., Sepulveda P.M., and Moreno M.A. Relación entre Procesos cognitivos y  
aprovechamiento académico en niños/as Hispanos/a. University of Puerto Rico Social Science   Simposium XIX, Mayaguez, PR, April 2012.
6. Contreras H.M., Randall P.A., Nunes E.J., and Salamone J.D. Effects of cannabinoid CB1 receptor 
antagonists/inverse agonists on food intake and food seeking. University of Connecticut NEA Summer   Research Program, Storrs, CT, July 2011.
B2.  Scientific Presentations in PREP

1. Contreras H.M., Rowland M.A, Yohn S.E., Jones M.W., Correa M., Salamone J.D Animal models of effort-related decision making: Reversal of the effects of tetrabenazine with the MAO-B inhibitor deprenyl (selegiline). 44rd annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, Washington, DC, Novemember 2014
2. Rowland M.A., Contreras H.M., Jones M.W., Yohn S.E., Correa M.., Salamone J.D. Animal models of effort-related decision making: The antidepressant fluoxetine potentiates effort-related effects of the dopamine depleting agent tetrabenazine.. 44rd annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, Washington, DC, Novemember 2014
C. Seminars/ Talks
1. Behavioral Neuroscience Seminar, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT
The use of monoamine oxidase inhibitors for the treatment of Parkinsonism and Depression, April 2014
2. Annual Neuroscience Retreat, Mark Twain House & Museum Hartford, CT. October 2013
Studying the Effort-Related Motivational Symptoms of Depression Using Flinders Sensitive Line, October 2013
3. Behavioral Neuroscience Seminar, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT
Overview of Fluoxetine and its Effect on the Serotonin (5-HT) Transporter (SERT) in Flinders Sensitive Line Rats, April 2013
4. Behavioral Neuroscience Seminar, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT
Animal models of depression: Characterization using effort related choice behavior
